ST LUKE’S PARISH
NEWSLETTER
The Epiphany of the Lord, Year C
First Reading Is 60:1-6
The glory of the Lord shines upon you.
Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has
come, the glory of the Lord is rising on you,
though night still covers the earth and
darkness the peoples.
Above you the Lord now rises and above you
his glory appears. The nations come to your
light and kings to your dawning brightness.
Lift up your eyes and look round: all are
assembling and coming towards you, your
sons from far away and your daughters
being tenderly carried.
At this sight you will grow radiant, your
heart throbbing and full; since the riches of
the sea will flow to you; the wealth of the
nations come to you; camels in throngs will
cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and
Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come,
bringing gold and incense and singing the
praise of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R.
see v.11
(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore
you.

1.

2.

3.

4.

O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice, that he may
judge your people in justice and your
poor in right judgement. (R.)
In his days justice shall flourish and
peace till the moon fails. He shall rule
from sea to sea, from the Great River to
earth’s bounds. (R.)
The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute. The kings of
Sheba and Seba shall bring him gifts.
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him. (R.)
For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless. He will
have pity on the weak and save the lives
of the poor. (R.)

Second Reading Eph 3:2-3, 5-6
The revelation means that pagans now
share the same inheritance, that they are
parts of the same body.
You have probably heard how I have been
entrusted by God with the grace he meant
for you, and that it was by a revelation that
I was given the knowledge of the mystery.
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This mystery that has now been revealed
through the Spirit to his holy apostles and
prophets was unknown to any men in past
generations; it means that pagans now
share the same inheritance, that they are
parts of the same body, and that the same
promise has been made to them, in Christ
Jesus, through the gospel.
Gospel Acclamation Mt 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East; and have
come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!
Gospel Mt 2:1-12
We have come from the East to worship the
king.
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in
Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some
wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.
‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they
asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have
come to do him homage.’ When King Herod
heard this he was perturbed, and so was the
whole of Jerusalem. He called together all
the chief priests and the scribes of the
people, and enquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in
Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is what the
prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, you are by no means least
among the leaders of Judah, for out of you
will come a leader who will shepherd my
people Israel.’ Then Herod summoned the
wise men to see him privately. He asked
them the exact date on which the star had
appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem.
‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said
‘and when you have found him, let me know,
so that I too may go and do him homage.’
Having listened to what the king had to say,
they set out. And there in front of them was
the star they had seen rising; it went forward
and halted over the place where the child
was. The sight of the star filled them with
delight, and going into the house they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and falling
to their knees they did him homage. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But
they were warned in a dream not to go back
to Herod, and returned to their own country
by a different way.

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate
Unlike the writers of the horoscope
columns in our newspapers, these Wise
Men were scholar astrologers, probably
from Syria or Iraq. They believed that the
stars controlled the destiny of human
beings, but they were open enough to the
Hebrew scriptures to be led to the
amazing discovery of a starchild in
Bethlehem. They knelt before this baby,
doing homage, because they realised that
the stars did not control this infant, but
that there was something of this baby
which caused the night sky to respond!
They preserved the child from the deadly
schemes of Herod, and then they returned
to their home country, ‘by a different
way’. They were on a different journey
after encountering the Child. Who can
doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise
men from the East to the manger? In fact,
the Holy Spirit is at work in every human
being, prompting each and every one to
become seekers after Truth. As a person
responds to this prompting and tries to
lead a good humane life, then the Church
teaches that the Holy Spirit can draw them
into the saving life of God. Thus, billions in
China and India who have never heard the
Gospel, can be saved. But, such persons
do not savour the fullness of Truth as we
do with the privilege of having the
scriptures and the sacraments. Where it is
possible, we are obliged to offer them the
road map to the Truth. We can take a
moment to affirm our faith in the baby in
the manger as the One of whom Dante
spoke: ‘the Love which moves the sun and
other stars’. Come, let us adore him.
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HYMNS
ENTRANCE:
WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE

THANKSGIVING:
ONE BREAD, ONE BODY

We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.

Refrain:

Chorus:
O—star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,
Gold I bring, to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.
Frankincense to offer have I,
Incense owns a Deity nigh,
Pray’r and praising, all men raising,
Worship Him, God most high.

OFFERTORY:
IN FAITH AND HOPE AND LOVE

One bread, one body, one Lord of all,
one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.
Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
woman or man, no more.
Many the gifts, many the works,
one in the Lord of all.
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
gathered to one, for all.

RECESSIONAL:
WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE
We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.
Chorus:

Refrain:
In faith and hope and love
with joyful trust we move
towards our Father’s home above.
Christ, our star, our map, our road
To the Father’s high abode.
Christ, our bread along the way;
Christ, our rescue when we stray.

O—star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Seal’d in the stone-cold tomb.
Glorious now behold Him arise,
King and God and sacrifice;
Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu-ia,
Earth to the heavn’s replies.

All music used with permission under One License A-72737.

NOTICES
St Luke’s Monthly Morning Tea
All parishioners are welcome to join
the second St Luke’s morning tea
this Sunday 6 January 2019 after the
8am Mass in St Luke’s Green.

A new year’s reflection…
Translated from Palco de vida (Stages of Life)
attributed to poet Fernando Pessoa

The last morning tea was a
wonderful display of
community and we look
forward to seeing
parishioners gathered
again. Please bring a plate
of food to share.

Today the Church celebrates the
Solemnity of the Epiphany. "The
Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is
his, and government and power."
With these words the Church proclaims that today's feast brings
to a perfect fulfillment all the purposes of Advent. Epiphany,
therefore,
marks
the
liturgical
zenith
of
the
Advent-Christmas season. — Pius Parsch
Epiphany means manifestation. What the Church celebrates
today is the manifestation of our Lord to the whole world; after
being made known to the shepherds of Bethlehem He is
revealed to the Magi who have come from the East to adore
Him… the Epiphany is an affirmation of universal salvation.
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date
=2019-01-06

SAINT OF THE WEEK

St Raymond of Penyafort was a Spanish born priest who became
the master general of the Dominicans in 1238. He was involved in
writing Church law and started a school that taught missionaries
the language and culture of the people to be evangelised in
Northern Africa and Spain. His compassion helped many people
to return to God through Reconcilliation. He is the patron saint of
lawyers and canonists.

“You can have flaws, be anxious, and even be angry,
but do not forget that your life is the greatest
enterprise in the world. Only you can stop it from
going bust. Many appreciate you, admire you and
love you. Remember that to be happy is not to have
a sky without a storm, a road without accidents, work
without
fatigue,
relationships
without
disappointments. To be happy is to find strength in
forgiveness, hope in battles, security in the stage of
fear, love in discord. It is not only to enjoy the smile,
but also to reflect on the sadness. It is not only to
celebrate the successes, but to learn lessons from the
failures. It is not only to feel happy with the applause,
but to be happy in anonymity. Being happy is not a
fatality of destiny, but an achievement for those who
can travel within themselves. To be happy is to stop
feeling like a victim and become your destiny's
author. It is to cross deserts, yet to be able to find an
oasis in the depths of our soul. It is to thank God for
every morning, for the miracle of life. Being happy is
not being afraid of your own feelings. It's to be able
to talk about you. It is having the courage to hear a
"no". It is confidence in the face of criticism, even
when unjustified. It is to kiss your children, pamper
your parents, to live poetic moments with friends,
even when they hurt us. To be happy is to let live the
creature that lives in each of us, free, joyful and
simple. It is to have maturity to be able to say: "I
made mistakes". It is to have the courage to say "I am
sorry". It is to have the sensitivity to say, "I need
you". It is to have the ability to say "I love you". May
your life become a garden of opportunities for
happiness ... That in spring may it be a lover of joy. In
winter a lover of wisdom. And when you make a
mistake, start all over again. For only then will you be
in love with life. You will find that to be happy is not
to have a perfect life. But use the tears to irrigate
tolerance. Use your losses to train patience. Use your
mistakes to sculptor serenity. Use pain to plaster
pleasure. Use obstacles to open windows of
intelligence. Never give up .... Never give up on
people who love you. Never give up on happiness, for
life is an incredible show.”

If you have an item you would like considered for the newsletter please contact the Parish Office.

THE ORDER OF MASS
THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Penitential Act
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge
our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the
sacred mysteries.
I confess to you almighty God
and to you my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault (striking the breast)
therefore I ask the blessed Mary ever-virgin,
all the angels and saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Gloria (when spoken)
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, (all bow)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated
at the right hand of God the Father almighty,
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

After the Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Mystery of Faith
1. We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection,
until you come again.
OR: 2. When we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
OR: 3. Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
May almighty God bless you
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Go forth, the Mass is ended.
Thanks be to God.

