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First Sunday of Advent, Year A
First Reading Is 2:1-5
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz,
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In
the days to come the mountain of the
Temple of the Lord shall tower above
the mountains and be lifted higher
than the hills. All the nations will
stream to it, peoples without number
will come to it; and they will say:
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the Temple of the God of
Jacob that he may teach us his ways so
that we may walk in his paths; since
the Law will go out from Zion, and the
oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ He
will wield authority over the nations
and adjudicate between many
peoples; these will hammer their
swords into ploughshares, their
spears into sickles. Nation will not lift
sword against nation, there will be no
more training for war. O House of
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of
the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm

Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1.

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of
the Lord.
1. I rejoiced when I heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ And now
our feet are standing within your
gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)
2. It is there that the tribes go up, the
tribes of the Lord. For Israel’s law it is,
there to praise the Lord’s name. There
were set the thrones of judgement of
the house of David. (R.)
3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
‘Peace be to your homes! May peace
reign in your walls, in your palaces,
peace!’ (R.)
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4. For love of my brethren and friends
I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ For love of the
house of the Lord I will ask for your
good. (R.)
Second Reading Rom 13:11-14
You know ‘the time’ has come: you must
wake up now: our salvation is even
nearer than it was when we were
converted. The night is almost over, it
will be daylight soon – let us give up all
the things we prefer to do under the
cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves
and appear in the light. Let us live
decently as people do in the daytime: no
drunken orgies, no promiscuity or
licentiousness, and no wrangling or
jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation Ps 84:8
Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your
mercy and love, and grant us your
salvation. Alleluia!
Gospel Mt 24:37-44
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in
Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son
of Man comes. For in those days
before the Flood people were eating,
drinking, taking wives, taking
husbands, right up to the day Noah
went into the ark, and they suspected
nothing till the Flood came and swept
all away. It will be like this when the
Son of Man comes. Then of two men
in the fields one is taken, one left; of
two women at the millstone grinding,
one is taken, one left. ‘So stay awake,
because you do not know the day
when your master is coming. You may
be quite sure of this that if the
householder had known at what time
of the night the burglar would come,
he would have stayed awake and
would not have allowed anyone to
break through the wall of his house.

Therefore, you too must stand ready
because the Son of Man is coming at
an hour you do not expect.’
Reflection by Fr Michael Tate
Our Lord loved to unfurl the scroll of
the Prophet Isaiah in his local
synagogue. The poetic image of
swords being hammered into
ploughshares reverberated into his
renouncing violence against the
Roman occupying army in his own
time. When will this picture come true
for all human beings for all time? Only
God knows! We don’t know any more
than we know when a burglar might
target our home. But our ignorance of
God’s timetable is no excuse for being
fatalistic and sleepy. We have our own
span of life providing the timetable for
our own contribution to the
hammering
of
swords
into
ploughshares.
Recent
Popes,
especially St John Paul II, have taken
up this theme for our times, teaching
more restrictive criteria for using
armed force, even dropping the term
‘just war’ to very small print in the
Catechism. We could pause for a
moment to pray to be awake to our
opportunities to shape society in the
light of the vision of Isaiah and the
practice of Jesus the Prince of Peace.'
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All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, ©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The scriptural quotations are taken from
the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. © Creative
Ministry Resources Pty Ltd All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

HYMNS
ENTRANCE
72 Let Us Go Rejoicing (Ps. 122)
Sing three times

THANKSGIVING
199 Bread of Life, Hope of the World
Refrain:
Bread of life, hope of the world,
Jesus Christ our brother:
feed us now, give us life,
lead us to one another.
We eat this living bread,
we drink this saving cup:
sign of hope in our broken world,
source of lasting love.
Hold us in unity,
In love for all to see;
that the world may believe in you,
God of all who live.

OFFERTORY
Quiet Music

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

RECESSIONAL
303 Grant to Us, O Lord
Refrain:
Grant to us, O Lord,
a heart renewed;
recreate in us your own Spirit Lord.
Behold, the days are coming,
says the Lord our God,
when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel.
I will be their God
and they shall be my people.

NOTICES

Christmas Eve Mass

to Deacon Peter Pellicaan, who was ordained to the
diaconate yesterday at St Stephen’s Cathedral
alongside three other men, Adam Walk, Ivan Ortiz
and Chad Hargrave. Many of you will recognize
Peter from his ministry here at St Luke’s Church. We
wish Peter, his wife and children, and the other new
deacons every blessing as they enter this new
season of life and pray for them in their ministry.

Tuesday 24 December, 5pm.
Followed by light refreshments.

Christmas Day Mass

Wednesday 25 December
8am.

THE CATHOLIC LEADER
Available from the churches this weekend for $2
This week’s edi�on includes:

Anointing of the Sick
Mass for the Anointing of the Sick will be
held at 9am on Friday 6 December 2019 for
those who feel the need for this sacrament
at this time. Mass will be followed by
Benediction. Please feel free to invite others
to this Mass who you feel may benefit from
the reception of this sacrament.

The parish’s monthly

MORNING TEA
will be held today after Mass today
at St Luke’s Green.
Plenary Council Prayer

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.
Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and
guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to
recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly
of our truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a
discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may
live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey
from age to age.
Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

•

Catholic Health Australia welcomes government’s
$537 million boost to increase home care and to
get young people out of residen�al care.

•

Nerang parishioners celebrate silver anniversary
of St Brigid’s Church and school on the Gold Coast

•

St Stephen’s Primary School, Algester, raises
$13,000 to help children in Ghana

SAINT OF THE WEEK - SAINT NICHOLAS
St Nicholas was a 4th century
bishop of Myra in Turkey and
little is known about his life
other than myths and
legends. One such story tells
of St Nicholas giving three
young women a bag of gold
each for their marriage
dowries, in order to save
them from prostitution. And
in another, he is said to have
brought back to life three
boys
who
had
been
murdered.
In the low countries of Europe, his popularity as a patron of
children led to the custom of giving children presents on his
feast day. Then later, Dutch Protestants living in North
America combined this custom with the Nordic legend of a
magician who rewarded good children with presents and
punished those who were naughty. This new super-legend
gave rise to the much beloved Santa Claus.

Contact Local Safeguarding Representative
Mrs Sarah Martelli
3324 3222 | martellis@bne.catholic.net.au
Anonymous STOPLine | 1300 30 45 50

If you have an item you would like considered for the newsletter please contact the Parish Office.

THE ORDER OF MASS
THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Peniten�al Act
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge
our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the
sacred mysteries.
I confess to you almighty God
and to you my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to
do,
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault (striking the
breast)
therefore I ask the blessed Mary ever-virgin,
all the angels and saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Gloria (when spoken)
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begoten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, (all bow)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pon�us Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated
at the right hand of God the Father almighty,
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrec�on of the body,
and life everlas�ng. Amen.
A�er the Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Mystery of Faith
1. We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrec�on,
un�l you come again.
OR: 2. When we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
un�l you come again.

OR: 3. Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrec�on
you have set us free.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
May almighty God bless you
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Go forth, the Mass is ended.
Thanks be to God

