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Second Sunday of Easter, Year A
FIRST READING

Acts 2:42-47
The whole community remained faithful
to the teaching of the apostles, to the
brotherhood, to the breaking of bread
and to the prayers.
The many miracles and signs worked
through the apostles made a deep
impression on everyone.
The faithful all lived together and
owned everything in common; they sold
their goods and possessions and shared
out the proceeds among themselves
according to what each one needed.
They went as a body to the Temple
every day but met in their houses for the
breaking of bread; they shared their
food gladly and generously; they
praised God and were looked up to by
everyone. Day by day, the Lord added to
their community those destined to be
saved.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

(R.) Alleluia.
1. Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
'His love has no end.' (R.)
2. I was thrust, thrust down and falling
but the Lord was my helper.
The Lord is my strength and my song;
he was my saviour.
There are shouts of joy and victory
in the tents of the just. (R.)
3. The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad. (R.)
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SECOND READING

1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has
given us a new birth as his sons, by
raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so
that we have a sure hope and the
promise of an inheritance that can
never be spoilt or soiled and never fade
away, because it is being kept for you in
the heavens. Through your faith, God’s
power will guard you until the salvation
which has been prepared is revealed at
the end of time. This is a cause of great
joy for you, even though you may for a
short time have to bear being plagued
by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus
Christ is revealed, your faith will have
been tested and proved like gold – only
it is more precious than gold, which is
corruptible even though it bears testing
by fire – and then you will have praise
and glory and honour. You did not see
him, yet you love him; and still without
seeing him, you are already filled with a
joy so glorious that it cannot be
described, because you believe; and you
are sure of the end to which your faith
looks forward, that is, the salvation of
your souls.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

SING: Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because you
have seen me; happy those who have
not seen me, but still believe!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

John 20:19-31
In the evening of that same day, the first
day of the week, the doors were closed
in the room where the disciples were,
for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and
stood among them. He said to them,
‘Peace be with you,’ and showed them

his hands and his side. The disciples
were filled with joy when they saw the
Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace
be with you.
‘As the Father sent me, so am I
sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on
them and said: ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit. For those whose sins you
forgive, they are forgiven; for those
whose sins you retain, they are
retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one
of the Twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. When the disciples said,
‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered,
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails
made in his hands and can put my finger
into the holes they made, and unless I
can put my hand into his side, I refuse to
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples
were in the house again and Thomas
was with them. The doors were closed,
but Jesus came in and stood among
them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then
he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger
here; look, here are my hands. Give me
your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no
longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:
‘You believe because you can see
me. Happy are those who have not
seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus
worked and the disciples saw, but they
are not recorded in this book. These are
recorded so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing this you may have life
through his name.
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NOTICES
REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate

SAINT OF THE WEEK - Saint Anselm
Saint Anselm was born in Italy in
1033 and studied in Normandy
with Lanfranc, a highly regarded
teacher of that time. In his late
twenties Anselm became a monk
in Lanfranc’s monastery and
spent his time in prayer,
meditation and study. Many
years later, he reluctantly
succeeded Lanfranc as the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

Thomas was granted the gift of seeing the Risen Lord bearing
the wounds of His crucifixion. Thomas was invited to touch
them. Responding, he simply cries out: ‘My Lord and my
God.’ Thomas does not declare his belief in the Resurrection
as such. That was all too apparent. Rather, he declares his
faith in the identity of the risen Jesus Christ ‘My Lord and my
God.’
Pope Francis says we can only join Thomas in this faith by
touching the wounds of Christ. Those wounds are to be
found in the body of someone wounded. This can be in a
myriad of ways. We have to bend down and touch those
wounds in whatever means of healing is available to us.
Otherwise, we simply engage in philanthropy at a distance.
We end up believing in a semblance of God, but not God
embodied in the Risen Lord Jesus Christ always bearing his
wounds.
Sometimes we struggle with our faith – after all, it is an
astounding claim that Jesus of Nazareth is God embodied for
us. You, or any other person intrigued by Jesus, are invited
to touch the wounds of Christ and let the patience of God
take care of the timing of the response of faith.
We could pause for a moment, praying to be counted
amongst those who receive the Blessing promised to those
who have not seen the Risen Lord as such, but who touch his
wounds and proclaim, ‘My Lord and my God.’

A Message from
Monsignor Peter Meneely
I would like to extend a heart-felt thank you for all the
“welcome back” messages I have received. It is certainly
wonderful to be home, albeit in very trying times.
I am saddened that my return does not allow me to
celebrate mass with you, however, I am anticipating an
incredible time of praise, worship and fellowship once the
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. In the meantime, may I
encourage you to meditate on the weekly readings and
participate in mass via the various broadcasts available.
We have much to put before the Lord in prayer, and much
to thank Him for.
These coming weeks will be our opportunity to reach out
and put our faith into practise. Embrace this challenge
with the full knowledge that when you share the message
of Jesus, you plant a seed of hope and it may be in
someone that is resting on little else.
I keep you all in my prayers and look forward to seeing you
soon.
Monsignor Peter

This appointment brought him into many conflicts with
the English king over the rights of the church and
eventually resulted in Anselm’s exile in 1097. He was
regarded highly as a philosopher and theologian, and was
considered the most important Christian writer in the
time between Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. Anselm
was named a doctor of the church in 1734.

WATCH MASS

You can watch Mass at home on Channel 10 at 6.00am on
Sundays. Alternatively, join online for the live Mass broadcast
via the Cathedral of St Stephen website:
https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/masstimes.html at 8:00am and 12:30pm weekdays and at 8:00am
and 10:00am on Sundays. You can also watch earlier Masses
recorded on the same website.

CATHOLIC LEADER NEWS

The online edition of The Catholic Leader newspaper will be
extended to all parishioners for free during this time. Keep
faith with the Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au

ARCHDIOCESAN UPDATES

Like the Archdiocese of Brisbane on Facebook at
facebook.com/archbne and follow on Instagram @archbne

DAILY INSPIRATION

Sign up to receive regular emails, including two-minute
homilies, daily readings and updates from the Archdiocese by
visiting archbne.org/dwlk

SUPPORT ST LUKE’s

Our faith will sustain us through challenging times. Please
keep helping our parish community by continuing your weekly
offering via direct debit. Call the Archdiocesan Development
Fund at 3324 3777 to find out how.
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